The “Get Real!” Mentoring program is entering its third year helping girls make positive life choices regarding their self-esteem, relationships, abstinence, and conflict resolution through a curriculum that promotes values including honesty, responsibility, and caring for self and others.  
The curriculum also includes the “Baby Think It Over Program”.  The girls take home an amazingly realistic infant simulator that offers learning by doing.  Baby requires feeding, burping, rocking, and diaper changing on a 24-hour schedule.  The girls learn the realities of parenting in one short weekend.  This part of the Get Real Mentoring program has made a deep and lasting impact in the life of the girls.  Nancy Samoga, a parent, had this to say about the program:  “Even though my 12 year old daughter could not finish her time allotment with the baby, I felt that it was an excellent learning experience.  Both she and my 17 year old daughter were left alone with the doll for several hours.  Neither one of them could handle taking care of the needs of the baby.  As a result, both of them now have a much greater respect for the trial and tribulations of motherhood.   I believe that these dolls are an excellent tool for giving teenagers a glimpse into what is in store for them if they make poor choices.   

In the 2005-2006 school year the Girl Scout Council of Tropical Florida, Inc.  served 84 girls throughout Miami-Dade through “Get Real!” in the school day programs.  Mays Middle School is welcoming us back again in 2006-2007, in addition to ASPIRA - Emilio Maria De Hostos, ASPIRA – South, and Key Largo Middle School.  

The Recruitment of Volunteers and Exciting New Partnerships for 2006 -2007 

I have been working with a Miami Dade College professor to include the Get Real Mentoring program into their Service Learning curriculum.  As a result the Law students from Miami Dade’s Wolfson Campus will join us this year.  I will also have the opportunity to attend Miami-Dade County New Employee Orientations and recruit volunteers into Girl Scouting.   
